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A $22.5 billion industry, up 25 percent since 2007.
Three states. . .
. . . account for more than
half of U.S. hog and pig
sales and inventory.

Top States in Sales
($ billions)
Iowa
North Carolina
Minnesota
Illinois
Indiana
Nebraska
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Kansas
Oklahoma
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In 2012, the U.S. hog and pig industry had sales of $22.5 billion, accounting
for 6 percent of total U.S. agriculture sales. Although some hog production
takes place in all states across the country, it is heavily concentrated in a few
states and
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Source: USDA NASS, 2012 Census of Agriculture.

Industry Size, Value, and Location
Hog and pig sales were $4.4 billion,
or 24.6 percent, higher in 2012 than
2007, when the agriculture census
was last conducted. Iowa had the
largest increase in sales (up $1.9
billion), followed by Minnesota (up
$0.6 billion) and Illinois (up $0.4
billion). North Carolina experienced
a decline of $231 million in sales, but
remained the second largest producer.
The top three producers – Iowa, North
Carolina, and Minnesota – together
accounted for 55 percent of the value
of U.S. hog and pig sales and 56
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percent of the 66 million hog and pig
end-of-year inventory in 2012.
Even as the value of sales went up,
the number of farms with hog and pig
sales declined by 25 percent from
74,789 in 2007 to 55,882 in 2012.
Farms specializing in hog production
(that is, farms with more than 50
percent of their income coming from
hog and pig farming) declined even
more, going from 30,546 farms in
2007 to 21,687 farms in 2012 (a 29
percent decline).
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At the county level,
nine of the top
ten hog and pig
producing counties
were in the top
three states. Duplin
County, North
Carolina, ranked
first in the nation in
2012 hog and pig
sales, with $614
million or 3 percent
of the U.S. total.

Top Counties in Hog and Pig Sales
($ millions)
Duplin, NC
614.0
Sampson, NC
518.4
Sioux, IA
417.2
Washington, IA
316.1
Texas, OK
285.3
Lyon, IA
271.7
Martin, MN
269.4
Hardin, IA
235.4
Hamilton, IA
233.1
Blue Earth, MN
224.4
Does not include counties withheld to avoid disclosing
individual data.
Source: USDA NASS, 2012 Census of Agriculture.

Production Costs
The 21,687 farms that are primarily hog and pig operations accounted for 89 percent of all hog and pig sales
($19.9 billion). Their production costs were $18.4 billion (19
percent higher than in 2007). Per farm average costs were
$850,146, which is more than five times as much as the
average for all farms. It is also a 68 percent increase over
2007 hog and pig farm average costs.

Farm Characteristics
Family and individually owned farms were 83 percent of
hog and pig operations and accounted for 41 percent of
sales. In contrast, corporations were 8 percent of hog and
pig farms and accounted for 34 percent of sales. (Table 1)

		

Table 1
Hog and Pig Farms by Type of Owner
Family/Individual
Corporation
Partnership
Other
All

% of Operations
83
8
7
2
100

% of Sales
41
34
23
2
100

Source: USDA NASS, 2012 Census of Agriculture.

Three types of producers operate hog and pig farms:
independent growers raising hogs and pigs for themselves,
contract growers raising hogs and pigs for someone else,
and contractors using contract growers to raise some or
all of their hogs and pigs. In 2012, independent growers
operated 85 percent of hog and pig farms, accounting for
46 percent (91.4 million) of the 199.1 million hogs and pigs
sold. Contract growers accounted for 44 percent (88.1
million), and contractors for 10 percent (19.6 million).
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Producer Characteristics
The 2012 Census of Agriculture identified characteristics
of those responsible for the day-to-day operation of
farms specializing in hog and pig sales. These farmers
on average were younger (51 years old) than principal
operators overall (58 years old). Ten percent were women;
this is an increase over 2007, but hog and pig farming had
a smaller proportion of female principal operators than
farms did overall in 2012.
Hog and pig producers were more likely to consider
farming their primary occupation in 2012 than 2007, as well
as more likely to do so than farmers overall. At the same
time, 60 percent of hog and pig producers earned less than
25 percent of their income from farming. Eleven percent
derived all of their income from the farm. (Table 2)
Table 2
Hog and Pig Producers: Key Characteristics, 2007 and 2012
(principal operator)
2007

2012

All Farms
2012

Gender
Male
Female

91%
9%

90%
10%

86%
14%

Age
Under 45 years
45 to 64 years
65 years and older

32%
55%
13%

30%
56%
14%

16%
51%
33%

Average Age (yrs)

50.5

51.3

58.3

Primary Occupation
Farming
Other

52%
48%

55%
45%

48%
52%

Percent of Income from Farming
< 25%
25% to 49%
50% to 74%
75% to 99%
100%

61%
7%
11%
11%
10%

60%
6%
11%
12%
11%

70%
8%
9%
7%
6%

Principal operator is the person responsible for day-to-day operation of the farm.
Source: USDA NASS, 2012 Census of Agriculture.

To learn more about hog and pig farming, the 2012
Census of Agriculture, and how to access national,
state, and county data, go to:

www.agcensus.usda.gov
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